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Lost Rider—When Indians raided the “Jackass Mail” carriers in 1851, a lone rider 
escaped—but was never found. A skeleton found last October at Johnson’s Pass could 
be the “missing” rider. If that is the case, he likely followed a trail marked by 
dotted line in escaping the Indians. 


Ogden Pioneer Luncheon 
Club Organized 

At a noon meeting in the Ben Lo¬ 
mond Hotel, Ogden, March 24th, a big 
new SUP luncheon club was launched 
under the practiced eyes of past na¬ 
tional president and current national 
membership committee chairman Ern¬ 
est R. McKay, and national 4th vice 
president A. La veil Smith. 

Forty eligible Sons gathered round 
the long table in the Spanish Room. 
SUP guests included national president 
Horace A. Sorensen, national 3rd vice 
president Dr. Carl J. Christensen, na¬ 
tional historian Dr, David E. Miller and 
national secretary Ward McCarty. 

Chapter officers elected to lead the 
new organization are: Charles E. Bal¬ 
lard, president; Karl S. Hopkins, 1st 
vice president; Arthur W. rix, 2nd vice 
president; Lawrence Malan, secretary; 
Rulon F. Starley, treasurer; T. R. John¬ 
son, historian; Arthur Woolley, judge ad¬ 
vocate, and Earl Paul, chaplain. 

(See OGDEN, page 6) 


Land of Tomorrow 
Interests Sorensens 

(Editor’s note: We print here a sampling 
of President Horace A. Sorensen’s im¬ 
pressions of South America, where he 
spent six weeks earlier this year. These 
items are just teasers—a hint of what 
to expect when President Sorensen shows 
his movies and slides at chapter meet¬ 
ings). 

The last drink of water we had in 
South America cost a dollar a quart. On 
looking at the label, we discovered that 
it had been bottled at the Springs in Po¬ 
land, Maine, USA. How wonderful to 
turn on the tap and take a cool drink 
again. Ascunsion, the capital of Para¬ 
guay, (a city the size of Salt Lake), has 
no public water supply or sewage sys¬ 
tem. Visitors often become ill, but the 
local people have become immune after 
surviving the terrific death rate of in¬ 
fancy. This city is surrounded by trop¬ 
ical jungle country, and some claim that 
the hot sun kills the germs. 

(See TOMORROW, page 2) 


A WESTERN M YSTERY 

(Editor’s Note: This story is a reprint 
of an article in The Deseret News by 
Frank Mensel. It is published here with 
permission.) 

On a bleak day in November, 1851— 
one hundred four years ago—tragedy 
overtook a band of five men on horse¬ 
back and their string of mail-laden 
mules in the desolate western Utah des¬ 
ert. 

An Indian war party trailed the mail 
riders—who carried the “Jackass Mail” 
between Sacramento and Salt Lake City 
—into Utah from Nevada and ambushed 
them in Shortcut Pass (also Dugway 
Pass). 

Four riders died in a hail of flint- 
tipped arrows. Their bodies were found 
the next May by other riders sent into 
the desert to solve the mystery of the 
absent November mail. 

But in solving one mystery, they 
were left with another: What happened 
to the fifth rider? 

History records at least two theories 
on the fate of the fifth rider. A third 
possibility came to light last October 
when a Salt Lake hunter, Lloyd Butcher, 
and his son, Ray, found a human skele¬ 
ton and a badly corroded pistol in John¬ 
son’s Pass, west of St. John’s. 

In the opinion of James P. Sharp, 
SUP member and a leading Utah au¬ 
thority on pioneer trails, the skeleton 
furnishes the first “logical” solution to 
date in the mystery of the Shortcut Pass 
incident. 

For years, Mr. Sharp said, the story 
circulated in western Utah—among ear¬ 
ly settlers and Indians—that the fifth 
man escaped but was seriously wound¬ 
ed. 

As the story goes, Mr. Sharp said, 
the Indians lost the rider’s trail in a 
snowstorm. The story identifies the 
lone, survivor as the man who headed 
the mail train—Capt. Absalom Wood¬ 
ward escaped to “Deep Creek, 40 miles 
west of Salt Lake City,” and died there. 

Later a historian wrote, the grave of 
the captain “who died in a skirmish with 
the Indians” was found on the Malad 
River, near Garland, Box Elder Coun¬ 
ty. 

Mr. Sharp said he has never been 
able to accept either of these versions. 
On the other hand, he said, the possi¬ 
bility that Woodward died in Johnson’s 
Pass is highly probable. 

(See MYSTERY, Page 2) 
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(TOMORROW, from page 1) 

Most of South America is called the 
“Land Of Tomorrow,” because of its 
favorable climate and tremendous unde¬ 
veloped natural resources. Chili has a 
big paper shortage. A plain little post¬ 
card costs twenty-five cents of our 
money. The country has millions of 
acres of forests, needed for the making 
of paper, but the lack of transportation 
makes it’s use impossible. The short¬ 
age of electrical power is a problem, 
yet wherever you go, the high moun¬ 
tains and abundance of water remain 
undeveloped. Sao Paulo, Brazil called 
“The Chicago of South America,” with 
a population of three million, is a busy, 
modern, manufacturing city. In order 
to get electrical power there, Morrison- 
Knudsen, (American engineering firm) 
did what was thought unworkable in 
siphoning the sea-water up over a bar¬ 
ren mountain and down into a hydro¬ 
electric plant, which generates electri¬ 
city for four large cities. 

Electrical refrigeration and wire- 
fences brought prosperity to the cattle 
industry of South America. 


(MYSTERY—from page 1) 

The idea that the wounded rider rode 
into the Garland country, in a snow¬ 
storm, when help was as close as Salt 
Lake City, seems very illogical, Mr. 
Sharp said. 

And the newspaper version is erron¬ 
eous, in part at least, because the Deep 
Creek Station on the western trail is 
not 40 miles, but 190 miles west of Salt 
Lake City, he said. 

On the other hand, had the news¬ 
paper writer actually been referring to 
the Willow Springs (at Johnson's Pass) 
when he wrote “Deep Creek,” his story 
would closely match the discovery of 
the skeleton, Mr. Sharp said. 

The hunters' find in Johnson's Pass 
is a “logical” solution, Mr. Sharp said, 
for these reasons: 

1. The pass would have been a like¬ 
ly escape route for a “Jackass Mail” 
rider fleeing from the Indians at Short¬ 
cut Pass. 

2. The corroded gun found with the 
skeleton apparently was a .36 caliber 
cap-and-ball revolver. Such guns were 
popular sidearms among the mail rid¬ 
ers. 

Undoubtedly Capt. Woodward realiz¬ 
ed it would be folly to retreat along the 
“Jackass Mail” route, around Indian 
Mountain and into Red Pine Pass. The 
route was well known by the Indians, 
and the first trail they would take to 
hunt him down. 


The greatest need of South American 
countries seems to be free public educa¬ 
tion and stability and democracy in 
government. While we were there, two 
air force generals took over five out¬ 
lying air fields in Brazil, but their revo¬ 
lution ended after two weks. A similar 
revolution occurred in eastern Peru, but 
was subdued. Argentina is operating 
under an interim government between 
the Peron revolution and the election 
coming next year. 

It takes time for these things to de¬ 
velop. Most of the countries are 
plagued with deflation and the value of 
their currency fluctuates as much as 
a hundred pesos a day. Labor and lo¬ 
cal products are cheap. The average 
daily common laborer is paid about a 
dollar a day of our money. In the lake 
country of southern Chili our Indian 
guides furnished the tackle and rowed 
their boats for five or six hours of won¬ 
derful fishing, for a dollar of our money; 
yet, one of them asked fifty cents for 
a broken fish hook. 

We visited one of their better furni- 
true stores which makes everything 
they sell. One of the two living-room 
suites they showed sold for $875.00 of 
our money. In Salt Lake City it's pos¬ 
sible to buy a much better designed and 


The captain's best hope of escape lay 
in taking another trail. Had he struck 
out on a direct route from Shortcut 
Pass to Salt Lake City, over the Dug- 
way Desert, it would have taken him 
into Johnson's Pass, two mountains 
north of Red Pine Pass. 

Another pass lies between Red Pine 
and Johnson's Pass, Mr. Sharp said. 
But it was not until later that this pass 
—Lookout Pass—came into use as the 
Pony Express trail, he added. 

The “Jackass Mail” was organized 
in June 1851, to run once a month both 
ways between Salt Lake City and Sacra¬ 
mento, Mr. Sharp said. It continued 
until 1854, when a three-year contract 
on the run expired. Capt. Woodward 
was a party to the original contract, he 
said. 

(Editor's note: The pistol in the above 
story; (the eroded 38 caliber cap and 
ball pistol) with one chamber still hold¬ 
ing its charge and ball, was presented 
to Pioneer Village, April 1 by the dis¬ 
coverer, Lloyd Butcher. The gun 
will be given special display in the 
fire-proof and burglar-proof vault re- 
centy completed at the Village in which 
to show SUP's marvelous collection of 
firearms. If you like guns, this collec¬ 
tion will hold you spellbound. Authori¬ 
ties in the field of firearms collecting 
have pronounced the Pioneer Village 
gun collection to be one of the six most 
significant collections in the entire coun¬ 
try.) 


made suite for only $200.00. Conse¬ 
quently, the day laborer can't buy furn¬ 
iture, or much of anything else that is 
manufactured. 

Because of the poverty and lack of 
education, South America is a fertile 
field for Communism, and the Reds are 
taking advantage of the situation to un¬ 
dermine the United States. 

A bright spot is Caracas, Venezuela, 
where the new President permitted 
American capital to develop local oil 
fields and mines. Business is booming. 
The government there is building hugh 
apartment houses and wiping out the bad 
slums with bulldozers. Here common 
labor is paid $4.00 to $5.00 a day, and 
everyone is working. This should show 
the rest of South America what cooper¬ 
ation with United States engineering and 
capital can do. 

We travelled about 20,000 miles on 
our trip, mostly by air. As Americans 
we were enthusiastically welcomed by 
everyone except the Communists. 

There is a lot down south of the bor¬ 
der, when one realizes that Brazil alone 
is the size of the United States, with 
an extra Texas thrown in. 

We deem it a real privilege to have 
been the guests of our great neighbors 
who so cordially received us, 
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Temple Quarry Chapter 
Organized At Sandy 

SUP’s new Temple Quarry chapter 
was organized Friday evening, March 30 
at a mass meeting held in the Midvale 
Second Ward chapel. Some 40 eligible 
sons were present to hear national presi¬ 
dent Horace A. Sorensen and other na¬ 
tional officers explain the purposes, his¬ 
tory and concept of the Society. 

Marlon S. Bateman of Sandy was 
named president of the chapter with 
other officers as follows: T. Foster 
Greenwood, Jr., Midvale, 1st vice presi¬ 
dent; Wallace E. Malmstrom, West 
Jordan, 2nd vice president; J. William 
Thompson, Sandj, secretary; Carter E. 
Grant, Sandy, historian; and A. LeMar 
Hendrickson, Sandy, chaplain. 

Other members who joined the So¬ 
ciety are: Reed N. Brown, J. Clement 
Crapo, Jack D. Thompson, Francis E. 
Webb, Lawrence S. Tuttle, Evan A. Mad¬ 
sen, and John C. Richards, all of San¬ 
dy; Joseph L. Smith of Draper; Leland 
N. Goff of Midvale; John George Sharp 
of Murray; Albert J. Crane of Riverton, 
Emmerson Hand and John A. Butter¬ 
field. 

It is expected that another large 
chapter will be organized the end of 
April in the Riverton and West Jordan 
area. Both of these groups (Sandy and 
Riverton) are anticipated to recruit to 
a 75-or 100-son membership by na¬ 
tional encampment time in July. They 
will act as anchors for the National So¬ 
ciety in the south end of Salt Lake Val¬ 
ley. 

A keg of apple cider and a big bak¬ 
ing of old fashioned donuts were crack¬ 
ed open for refreshments. Charter 
night will be planned for some date in 
late May or June. 


University of Deseret 
Chapter 

Perhaps one of the 
real boasts this eru¬ 
dite chapter could 
truthfully make is 
that of having next to 
the best planned and 
most interesting 
monthly luncheon 
programs in the So¬ 
ciety. (You will no 
tice we said “next to 

Pres. Woolf the .. . . “This leaves 
the door open if anyoiie want to ar¬ 
gue.) Actually, however, the programs 
of this wide-awake chapter are plan¬ 
ned right down the center alley and 

they always score a strike. For in¬ 
stance, Dr.A. R. Mortensen spoke in 
January on the “Diaries of John D. 
Lee.” 

Dr. L. H. Kirpatrick, University Li¬ 
brarian, spoke in March on “Brigham 
Young Made Mistakes,” and for April 
Roger Bailey is scheduled to discuss the 
subject “Early Utah Architecture from 
a Modern Architect’s Point of View.” 
Non-chapter members who are fortu¬ 
nate enough to hear these unusual pro¬ 
grams are enthusiastic in their praise 
and allow the interest is as sharp as 
ancient Cheddar. Moral: If your chap¬ 
ter programs are lagging and a bit bor¬ 
ing . . . perhaps even off the historical 
aspect entirely; check by telephone or 
letter with this chapter and get a shot 
in the arm. 

Meets: First Thursday of each month. 

Where: Fort Douglas Club, 12:15 

Meals: $1.50. 

Annual Dues: $5.50 first year, $3.00 
thereafter. 

Officers: William L. Woolf, presi¬ 
dent, 275 Douglas St.; Frederick Evans. 


1848 Printing Press 
Given To Village 

What is believed to be the first print¬ 
ing press ever to be brought to Utah 
has been presented to Pioneer Village by 
Ellis Johnson, whose husband’s grand¬ 
father, Charlie Johnson, pioneer printer, 
brought it into the state by ox team 
soon after the first pioners arrived in 
the valley. 

It was bought in 1848 by Orson Hyde 
who printed the “Frontier Guardian” 
at Kanseville, now Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
Joseph E. Johnson then purchased the 
press and with it published the “Omaha 
Arrow,” the “Crescent City Oracle,” 
the “Rock Bottom,” and the “Emigrant’s 
Guide,” and later at Wood River Center 
he published the “Huntsman’s Echo.” 

It was then shipped by ox team to 
Utah at a cost of 25c a pound and taken 
to Spring Lake Villa where the “Farm¬ 
er’s Oracle” was published, then moved 
to St. George where it printed “Our Dixie 
Times,” the “Rio Virgin Times,” “The 
Cactus,” the “Utah Pomologist,” and 
then the “Silver Reef Echo” and the 
“Silver Reef Miner.” 

What tales of Western Life its pres¬ 
sure has told! Its cold and somber iron 
now merely testifies to its day of former 
usefulness when it played its part in 
making “the desert blossom as the 
rose.” 

The old press has been restored and 
assembled at The Print Shop in Pioneer 
Village where it will soon print the 
weekly program of events for the Village. 

Mrs. Johnson and daughter, Mrs. J. 
H. Hutchinson made the presentation to 
Pioneer Village in honor of the John¬ 
son men who operated it. 

vice president, 2020 Herbert Ave ; 
Franklin S. Harris, Jr., secretary-treas- 
urer, 1155 1st Ave. 
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Two Chapters Give 
PA System To Village 

Installation has just been completed 
in the administration building at Pio¬ 
neer Village of \ high quality loud¬ 
speaking, public address system; the 
outright gift to the Village of our East 
Mill Creek and Sugar House chapters. 

Five loudspeakers were installed on 
the second floor and two on the main 
floor to accommodate overflow crowds. 
The technical work was done by our 
good friend Harry Poll of the Sugar 
House group. 

In addition to this very fine PA system, 
the Sugar House group has also given 
the Pioneer Village a large projection 
screen which has been in service in the 
administration building for some time. 

These two practical projects are 
merely suggestive of many that could 
be undertaken by any and all SUP chap¬ 
ters. It builds the chapter; makes 
members feel that they are actually liv¬ 
ing for something; makes the chapter 
feel that it has a tangible stake in the 
national organization. It goes without 
saying that such activity and assistance 
is genuinely needed by Pioneer Village. 
Who will be next to offer help? 

"Hour of Reverie" 

Pleases At Sugar House 

Sugar House Chapter used an hour of 
their March meeting to get acquainted 
with the unique scenery of the state of 
Utah. 

“The Hour of Reverie,” a movie in 
color with special music, was shown to 
the Sugar House Sons and their wives 
through the courtesy of Arthur E. Peter¬ 
sen, Superintendent of the Jordan School 
District. The movie has gained national 
fame, and audiences in Denver and the 
Northwest have trilled to the Utah 
Scenery shown. 

Harold Barnes was honored at the 
March 26 meeting. He left several 
days later to serve two years in the Eas¬ 
tern States Mission. 

George Morgan presented a set of 
old scales to the museum at Pioneer 
Village. 

J. L. Pulsipher, Jr. conducted the 
chapter meeting. Hiram C. Young of¬ 
fered the invocation and Hal Barnes 
pronounced the benedittion. 

Pioneer Story Contest 
Drawing To a Close 

We hope all of our chapters have 
done something about the annual SUP 
Pioneer Story Contest. It seems a shame 
for a chapter not to push and promote 
this very worthwille activity. Each 
chapter should not only have chapter 
entrants, but it should sponsor its own 
local story contest and send winning 
entries on to the national. Please get 
in touch with National Chairman, Dr. 
Walter A. Kerr, 132 University Ave., 
Salt Lake City 2. 


An Unsolicited SUP 
Testimony 

(Editor’s note: This 
beautiful and sincere 
testimony of Brother 
Adolph M. Reeder 
has laid in our files 
for several weeks. In 
view of the many in¬ 
teresting SUP activi¬ 
ties planned for this 
summer, we are tak 
ing the liberty of 
publishing it here¬ 
with. Brother Reeder 
is past president 
of the Box Elder Chapter.) 

“When asked if I would like to be one 
of the Nauvoo Trekkers of 1947, I felt 
thajt more prominent men were entitled 
to be first on the list. When the time 
arrived to leave there was still a va¬ 
cancy and our family urged me to ap¬ 
ply. Now I regard it as one of the great 
experiences of a lifetime. 

When my father drove ox-teams 
across the plains, he retired early and 
arose at 2 A.M. each morning to re¬ 
lieve the night guard and bring the cat¬ 
tle in when time to yoke up. 

It became my privilege to act as 
night guard at Garden Grove and 
again at Fort Bridger; also to visit at 
Rock Creek where two uncles helped 
dig the Big Grave; to be a trekker 
with the Mormon Battalion in 1950; 
to visit the Mormon Pioneer Bridge at 
Council Bluffs and the great occasion 
at Winter Quarters and Omaha in June 
1953; to attend the Susquacentennial at 
Salmon City in August 1955. 

All these experiences have helped me 
to appreciate my membership in the 
Sons of Utah Pioners more than I can 
tell.” 

SUP Annual To 
Be Published 

Your National Board of Directors, at 
its April meeting, authorized 4th vice 
president A. Lavell Smith and secretary 
McCarty to immediately engage in the 
preparation and publication of an of¬ 
ficial SUP ANNUAL of something like 
200 pages and with a circulation in ex¬ 
cess of 50,000. The assignment was en¬ 
thusiastically accepted and work has 
already begun. 

Bateman Family Honored 

Mel Ray Bateman, daughter of SUP 
member Noal C. Bateman, distinguished 
herself recently by winning the Ora Pate 
Stewart-Jordan High School Courier 
short story contest. 

Attractive Miss Bateman’s story,” 
“Change of Routine,” will be published 
in the Courier, school magazine. 

Brother Noal is a member of the 
newly-organized Temple Quarry Chap¬ 
ter and serves as Mayor of Sandy. 


New SUP Roster 
Off The Press 

Anew 20-page official SUP Roster is 
now available for recruiting and orga¬ 
nizing new chapters. Each current 
chapter will be sent a half dozen copies 
for the record. Please check the infor¬ 
mation concerning YOUR chapter. If 
there are errors (and we certainly anti¬ 
cipate there will be a few) please ad¬ 
vise the national office immediately, 
giving full information. We shall in¬ 
corporate your correction in the next 
press run. 

Brigham Young Chapter 
To Miss Elden Beck 

Dr. D. Elden Beck of the Depart¬ 
ment of Zoology of Brigham Young 
University has left to assume duties 
with the World Health Organization of 
The United Nations on the island of For¬ 
mosa, where he will conduct studies 
concerned with malaria control and 
eradication. He writes, “When I return 
it is my desire to re-affiliate with the 
Sons of Utah Pioneers. I enjoyed myself 
very much in the organization this 
year.” We hope Brother Elden brings 
back, for the Village, a brace each of 
anopheles, aedes and culex; in phenol, 
of course. 

Weber College Chapter 
To Be Organized April 21 

A dinner meeting will be held at 
Pioneer Village the evening of April 21 
for our proposed Weber College Chap¬ 
ter, SUP. All friends and faculty mem¬ 
bers of the college who are eligible 
to join SUP are invited to bring their 
ladies and spend the evening at Pioneer 
Village. A meeting will be held after 
dinner, at which officers for the chapter 
will be elected and its official name 
chosen. 

NationaJ Sup 
Calendar Of Events 

Ogden Pioneer Luncheon Club, Char¬ 
ter meeting, Friday, April 13 at Hotel 
Ben Lomond, Ogden. 

Weber College organization meeting 
Saturday evening, April 21, at Pioneer 
Village. Bring your wives. Let’s get 
the new chapter on the road. 

Dixie Mission Chapter Charter night, 
Saturday evening, April 28 at D.U.P. 
Hall, St. George. Bring your wives and 
let’s swell the charter roll to 75 paid-up 
Sons. 

Temple Hill Charter night, Monday, 
Apil 16 at Pioneer Village. 

National Encampment, Friday, Sat¬ 
urday, July 27, 28, 29. 

Governor’s Day at Pioneer Village 
tentatively set for about middle of May. 

Old Juniper Chapter (U.S.A.C., Lo¬ 
gan) Charter Nite, April 28 at Student 
Union Building, U.S.A.C. Campus. 
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Lehi Chapter 
Lehi 

Here is a chapter 
rich in heritage, rich 
in interest and rich 
in friendly associa¬ 
tion. One of the 
smallest in point of 
members, it is also 
one of the most con* 
sistently active. It 
has sponsored many 
important projects 

Pres. Carson -and its members 
have heartily participated in every ma¬ 
jor SUP trek. For many years this chap¬ 
ter has met in rotation in the homes of 
individual members for its monthly 
meeting. It has studied and completed 
several fine courses, including the His¬ 
tory of Lehi. As a chapter it has made 
several valuable contributions of pioneer 
relics to the SUP Pioneer Village, and 
plans to make many more. 

Vital Statistics: 

Where: At home of a different mem¬ 
ber each month at 8:00 P.M. 

Meets: 4th Thursday of each month. 

Meals Gratis. Refreshments are serv¬ 
ed by the host. 

Annual Dues: $5.50 first year, $3.00 
thereafter. 

Officers: David H. Carson, president, 
320 South 3rd West, Lehi; Jay G. Cox, 1st 
vice-president, RFD 1, Lehi; John M. 
Bushman, 2nd vice president, 614 West 
Main, Lehi; Walter L. Webb, secretary- 
treasurer, RFD 1, Lehi. 

It is hoped that our Lehi Chapter 
will be able to organize a big, one-day 
SUP Trek to Camp Floyd this summer, 
as the chapter is perhaps better informed 
on this historic site than any other group 
in the nation. A tradition with the chap¬ 
ter is to stage a yearly day at Pioneer 
Museum with their wives. 


VILLAGE DIARY 

by Virginia Baker 


We've had more distinguished vis¬ 
itors this month than you could cram in¬ 
to a can of sardines. 

First was the distinguished president 
of the new Ogden Pioneer Luncheon 
Club, Charles E. Ballard. His warm 
hearty handshake made me feel we 
were old friends. His attractive wife 
Zella put her head in the door long 
enough to look at the pendulum clock in 
the office. She and blonde daughter 
Barbara decided the 14-year-old boy they 
had left at home would raid the refrig¬ 
erator if they didn't get back in time to 
prepare dinner. 

Four horsemen descended on the 
Village. Weather-tanned Rulon C. Ash¬ 
worth led the group. His office at Ash¬ 
worth Transfer Co. is something of a 
museum itself. It was built by George 
Q. Cannon as his pioneer home on 6th 
West and 15th South in Salt Lake. With 
Rulon was his blonde son Clyde, who 
is a member of the Howard Egan Pony 
Express Chapter. H. W. Alexander of 
Summer-Alexander, and Stewart Carl¬ 
son completed the foursome. 

Quiet Norman L. Pitt, brand-new 
youngest member of Buena Ventura 
Chapter, strolled into the Village to 
find out what SUP is all about. He got 
the Royal Cook Tour. The Dillman In¬ 
dian collection took his eye immediately 
for he has an extensive collection of 
Indian culture of his own. He's also in¬ 
terested in the proposed theatre chapter 
and the trek to the Golden Spike cere¬ 
monies. His great-grandfather, Nicholi 


Pioneer Chapter's 
Treasurer Has Narrow Call 

Wallace G. Bennett, treasurer of 
our Pioneer Chapter had a very narrow 
draw with death in March. Suffering 
a freak accident in his home where he 
was critically injured playing on the 
floor with his small child, he was taken 
to the hospital where it was diagnosed 
he had ruptured the spleen. He improv¬ 
ed and was sent home. His condition be¬ 
came critical and he was taken back and 
the spleen surgically removed. Hem- 
orraghe developed and he was operated 
again. He was able to return home 
Easter Sunday. 


Old Juniper Chapter 
Charter Night April 28 

Saturday night, April 28 will see the 
chartering of Old Juniper Chapter (U.S. 
A.C. Faculty Chapter) at Logan. The 
ceremonies will be held at 7:30 P.M. in 
the East Ballroom of the Student Union 
Building. 

President Levi Edgar Young will be 
the featured speaker of the evening and 
entertainment will be furnished by bal¬ 
let students of Professor Pauline Full¬ 
mer of the Physical Education Depart¬ 
ment of the College. 


C. Lund, was present at the original 
Golden Spike ceremony. 

About the middle of March we were 
honored by the visit of Fern and Ellis 
Varcoe, who brought Mr. Varcoe's 
mother and his brother and sister-in-law. 
They have visited most of the recon¬ 
structions and ghost town replicas in the 
country and were thrilled to find what 
they consider the absolute top display 
right in their own back yard. 







Believe it or not 
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Promontory Summit, Utah, May 10, 1869 (The most famous photograph of 
western history, by Colonel C. R. Savage, of Salt Lake City). 


The Historian's Corner 

David E. Miller 
National Society Historian 


The Golden Spike 

Promotory, Utah, May 10, 1869—At 
this remote spot in the Utah desert there 
has just been enacted one of the most 
significant incidents in the history of 
the United States—an incident which 
will initiate a new era of progress for 
Western America. This day some 1500 
persons assembled here to witness the 
completion of the first transcontinental 
railroad. The nation is how united by 
bands of steel! 

The final act of this important drama 
was the driving of the last spike—a 
spike of pure California gold. Leland 
Stanford, president of the Central Paci¬ 
fic Railroad Company and governor of 
California, took a firm grip on the han¬ 
dle of the silver headed spike maul, 
stepped up close—too close. He missed 
the spike! The blow landed, instead, 
squarely in the middle of the rail. The 
golden spike stood erect in the top of 
a hole that had been drilled into the 
highly polished California laurel tie. The 
lightest touch would have driven it 
home. Perhaps Governor Stanford was 
encumbered by the telegraph wires that 
were dangling from the silver head of 
the mallet. There is some belief that 
he missed intentionally—just to add to 
the drama of the event. 

Thomas C. Durant, vice president of 
the Union Pacific Railway Company, 
then took the mallet, swung, and miss¬ 
ed! This was obiviously intentional. The 
maul was then circulated among var¬ 
ious other dignitaries who in turn com¬ 
pleted the driving of the $400 spike. 

United States President Ulysses S. 
Grant was apprised of the momentous 
events as W. N. Shilling, telegraph op¬ 
erator from Ogden, flashed this mes¬ 
sage over the wires: “The last rail is 
laid! The last spike is driven! The 
Pacific Railroad is completed! The point 
of junction is 1,086 miles west of the 
Missouri river and 690 east of Sacra¬ 
mento.” 

At the conclusion of the spike-driving 
ceremony two railroad locomotives 
(Central Pacific's “Jupiter” and Union 
Pacific's “119”) gingerly nosed their 
cowcatchers toward each other over the 
new track. As the two engines met. 
eager hands stretched forward from 
each; bottles of champagne were bro¬ 
ken and the bubbling wine flowed 
down over the golden spike. Train 
crews then took turns running their re¬ 
spective engines over the new section. 
The ceremony was completed. 

Pioneer photographer Charles R. Sav¬ 
age of Salt Lake City was on hand to 


make a picture record of the memor¬ 
able event. 

The site of this momentous and dra¬ 
matic event is located approximately 
50 miles north and west of Ogden Utah. 
Because of the importance of the join¬ 
ing of the rails here, this spot is des¬ 
tined to be remembered as one of the 
most important historic places in the 
West. Future generations will likely 
reenact this spike-driving ceremony 
year after year on May 10 as the sig¬ 
nificance of the events of this day be¬ 
come more and more evident with the 
passing years. 

(Editor's note: Utah State Highway 
83 follows the old railroad right-of-way 
northwest from Corinne. With the ex¬ 
ception of some four or five miles, this 
is an excellent paved road—right to the 
monument that now marks the spot 
where the union of the rails occurred in 
1869. Approximately 1500 people as¬ 
semble there every year to participate 
in spike-driving ceremony and enjoy the 
re-living of this important historic 
event.) 


(OGDEN, from page 1) 

Dues were set at $6 a quarter with 
initiation fee of $2.50 and national dues 
of $2.50. Monthly luncheon meetings 
were set for 12 noon on the 2nd Friday 
of each month in the Ben Lomond Hotel, 
and the official name of Ogden Pio- 
ner Luncheon Club was adopted. 

It is planned to limit the membership 
to 100 and when this figure is reached 
a waiting list will be established. Char¬ 


ter meeting for the group was held 
April 13th. 

We congratulate this very live chap¬ 
ter on the dispatch and enthusiasm with 
which it was brought into being and 
the ease with which it selected officers 
and “opened for business.” We have 
great expectations for its future. 



Behind the 8-Ball 
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Then 

Make a Better Impression 

with 

PRINTERS INC. 

IN SUGAR HOUSE 
2007 McClelland IN 6-2333 

We Watch Our 
P's and Q's 
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Perfection Quickness 








APRIL, 1956 


SUP NEWS 


PAGE SEVEN 


SUP DIRECTORY 

* 

SUP Members— 

Advertisers make this publication pos¬ 
sible. Give them your full support. 


★ Abstracts - Title Insurance 

BACKMAN ABSTRACT & TITLE CO. 

515 Zion’s Savings Bank Bldg. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

Resident Agents for 

HOME TITLE GUARANTY CO. of New York 


★ Appliances - Hardware 


PEHRSON HARDWARE 
& APPLIANCE CO. 

3 Fine S/ores to Serve You! 
Sugar House, Rose Park, Hyland Dr. 

★ 

Paul Pehrson — "The G. E. Man" 


★ Baby Furniture 


L. LeRoy Karren 1230 Charlton Ave. 

Salt Lake City IN 6-7351 


★ Candy 


CUMMINGS STUDIO CANDIES 
679 E. 9th So. EM 4-0936 

* 

Your Associate in the SUP 
—V. CLYDE CUMMINGS— 

Is Ready to Serve Your Candy Needs 


★ Catering 


DISTINCTIVE CATERING SERVICE 

We cater to the SUP — 

Office: 113 Atlas Bldg. Dial EL 5-4515 

Grant and Mary Moss, IN 6-1222 
Vaughn and Gwen Wimmer, IN 7-8893 


A - Cleaning - Laundry 

ALTA CLEANERS 
142! East 21st South 

Member, National Institute of Dry Cleaning 
We Clean As They Recommend 
Shirt Laundry 2 Hr. Special Service 

Charles W. Romney Owner 


★ Contractors 
W. W. & W. B. GARDNER, Inc. 

Office—Greyhound Terminal Bldg. 

EM 4-0488 

Asphalt Plant — 1650 Beck St. 

EM 4-4024 

W. W. Gardner — Member of 
SUP Salt Lake Luncheon Club 


"h Department Store 

KEITH O’BRIEN 
Downtown & Sugar House 

EM 4-1801 HU 4-8521 

Your SUP Friend — 

Leon L. "Hal" Halversen 


★ Home Sites 

Mt. Olympus Park 
Sunnyside Heights 
Bona Vista at Bountiful 

KARL B. HALE 

CR 7-0707 

★ Insurance 

JOE HENRIOD 

Complete Insurance Program 

Life - Accident - Health - Group Plans 
Auto - Fire - Casualty - Bond 
38 Richards St., S. L. C. • EL 5-7583 


★ Insurance 

CLARK INSURANCE AGENCY 
W. G. Clark, P. O. Box 227 

Logan, Utah 

Auto, Fire and Life Insurance 

Phone 1554 Aramo Blk . 

Logan, Utah 

★ Laundry 

PEERLESS LAUNDRY 
& Dry Cleaning 

* A Quarter Century of Service * 
Friends of the SUP 

1184 East 21st So. Phone IN 6-8743 


★ Marking Devices - Stamps 

SALT LAKE STAMP CO. 

43 West Broadway 
EM 3-3905 

Your "Mark-It" Place 
Since 1897 


★ Men’s Clothing 



2124 SOUTH llth EAST 


IN 7-4812 Sugar House 


★ Opticians 

GARDNER OPTICAL 
United Optical Co., Wholesale 

333 So. Main Dial EL 5-8661 

Better Service at Less Cost 

Owned by 3 "Sons" 


★ Paints 


[ PAINTS 


TSjeAMAJtttS- 

At Bennett's Stores, Branches & Dealers 
Everywhere 


★ Roofing 

"ABOVE EVERYTHING . . . 

A GOOD ROOF" 

LAYTON ROOFING 
732 No. 3rd West EM 3-0377 

Salt Lake City 16, Utah 


Ac Service Station 


HERZOG BROS. 

SERVICE 
Texaco Station 
15th E. & 21st So. 
HU 5-1651 


★ Sound Service 

POLL & AUSTIN 

"We Can Be Heard" 

Our fine equipment has been 
"on the scene" at every SUP tr^k 
llth E. & 17th So. Sugar House IN 7-7965 
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Walter L. Webb 

By E. B. Garrett. 


In the Lehi Chap¬ 
ter of the SUP we 
have a Secretary who 
has lived a rather 
colorful life for 87 " 
years. He is Walter; 

L. Webb, a native 
Utah Pioneer. 

He graduated from 
the Brigham Young. j 
Academy when Dr. 
Karl G. Maeser was 
head of that institution; 



Charter 


member of the Emeritus Club of the B. 


Y. U. at Provo. 

After graduation he taught in a pio¬ 
neer one-room school at Levan, Utah, 
In this one room were all the children 
of the town from little tots of six to 
grown boys and girls. 

Soon after the first successful beet 
sugar factory was built at Lehi, he re¬ 
turned home and became the first editor 
and manager of The Lehi Banner. 

As this was the first beet sugar fac¬ 
tory in the intermountain west, much 
space in the Banner was devoted to the 
growing of beets and the manufacture 
of sugar. 

While acting as editor, he, with two 
other young men, was called on a mis¬ 
sion to England. These three were the 
first young unmarried men to be called 
on a foreign mission from Lehi. 

After his return he took up his work 
as editor. When the beet sugar industry 
began expanding to the surrounding 
states, he, with other Lehi men, was 
sent to pioneer growing of sugar beets 
at Rocky Ford, Colorado, where a sugar 
factory was being built. 

The following year he was at Greeley, 
Colorado, doing the same kind of pio¬ 
neering work for the Great Western 
Sugar Co. That Company was then 
building their first factory at Loveland, 
Colorado. 


From there he was sent with a crew 
of Lehi men to operate a factory at 
Waverly, Washington. He served as 
chemist at that factory. 

The next move was to Sugar City, 
Idaho, to help build and operate a fac¬ 
tory there. After some years he was 
called to the general office of the Utah- 
Idaho Sugar Co. in Salt Lake City to 
act as secretary to the General Superin¬ 
tendent, James H. Gardner. 

In that office he later became the 
first statistician for the company, and 
editor of the company magazine, “The 
Sugar Cossette,” which was sent each 
month to all beet growers and employees 
of the company. 

While living in Salt Lake City, he 
became a member of the Tabernacle 
Choir and sang at its first broadcast over 


the radio. He went with this organiza¬ 
tion to the World’s Fair at Chicago, on 
a concert tour to California, and a trip 
to the Fair at San Diego, California. 

After about 20 years in the sugar 
company office, he was retired by the 
company. 

He and his wife moved to a small 
farm he owns at Lehi and operated it 
for ten years. Following the death of 
his wife, he rented his farm land. He 
has since been content keeping and tak¬ 
ing care of his home and a large gar¬ 
den. The thousands of tulips in his flow¬ 
er garden have become famous. 

He is an active member of the ward 
choir, class leader in a priesthood group, 
secretary-treasurer of the Lehi Stake 
High Priests’ Quorum, Secretary-Treas¬ 
urer of the committee now sponsoring 
the publication of the Pioneer History of 
Lehi Sunday School, and Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Lehi Chapter of SUP. 

His daughter, Mrs. Gordon Owen, 
lives in Salt Lake City. 


Mary Johnson Parsons 
A Handcart Pioneer 

(Editor’s note: Because this year (1956) 
marks the Centennial of the Handcart 
Companies’ arrival in the Salt Lake Val¬ 
ley, and because the National Society 
of the Sons of Utah Pioneers urges every 
Pioneer community in the state to mark 
and commemorate this historic event; 


we take pleasure in presenting this brief 
life sketch of a member of the ill-fated 
Willy Handcart Company 

Mary Johnson Parsons, the subject 
of this sketch, was born May 7, 1849 in 
Denmark of goodly and well-to-do par¬ 
ents, who gladly accepted the gospel 
when it was presented to them. 

Soon after their baptism the spirit 
of gathering rested upon them and they 
decided to mingle with the Saints, and 
made preparations to emigrate. They 
also helped others to go with them. 

They had purchased their tickets for 
passage on a sailing vessel when an 
evil power embittered the hearts of rel¬ 
atives and former friends, and on the 
eve of the Johnson’s departure the 
friends abducted and kept in hiding one 
of the little Johnson boys. However, 
their faith and determination was so 
great that they decided to let him stay 
behind, realizing that he would be treat¬ 
ed kindly. With sad hearts they de¬ 
parted. They never saw their beloved 
son again. 

Their trip across the ocean was sim¬ 
ilar to those of that day-long, tedious, 
lacking many of the present-day pleas¬ 
ures. However, they arrived safe and 
continued their journey westward to 
Mormon Grove, the L, D. S. outfitting 
and starting point for crossing the 
plains. 

It being late in the season, it was 
decided that they would wait over until 
the following year. 



SUP Members — See the Beautiful 

PIONEER MURALS 

Painted by Lynn Fausett — Famous Western Artist 

at the HARMAN CAFE in SUGAR HOUSE 

ON THE NORTH WALL OF OUR MAIN DINING ROOM 
A Colorful Mural Depicting the PONY EXPRESS 
ON OUR SOUTH WALL— 

A Heart Warming Scene of the HANDCART PIONEERS 

At either HARMAN CAFE— 
39th South and State or 
21st South and 13th East 


These murals are indicative 
of Harman's deep interest 
in our rich pioneer her* 
itage. 


You and your family will find 

★ Pleasant Surroundings 

* Delicious Food Reasonably Priced 

★ Efficient/ Friendly Service 


Use our handy 
TAKE HOME SERVICE 
IN 6-0605 (Sugar 
House) 

AM 6-2941 (So. S. L.) 


Soutti «nd State *• And In Sugar Heuaa 
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(From HANDCART, Page 8) 

At Mormon Grove occured another 
sad chapter in the story of the Johnson’s 
life of trouble and misfortune. The 
place was poorly adapted for winter, 
being bleak, cold, damp and with few 
comforts. Sickness struck the camp 
and finally took from the children both 
father and mother and one child, leav¬ 
ing two sons and three daughters to 
the mercy of strangers. They were kind 
people, but still strangers. Nothing 
could be done but wait. Spring and 
summer came and went and fall arrived 
again. That was the gloomy fall and 
winter when the handcart companies of 
1856 suffered so. 

Little Mary Johnson, not yet six 
years old, was too young and weak to 
push a handcart, and yet she was too 
heavy to add to the load. She was re¬ 
quired to walk as long as possible and 
then be put into the back end of the bag¬ 
gage wagon and covered with a few 
rags. 

Thus they wended their way until 
they reached the border of the Rocky 
Mountains. It was now late in Decem¬ 
ber and snow covered the ground. Pres¬ 
ident Brigham Young heard of the con¬ 
dition of the company and at once sent 
aid and supplies. Ephraim Hanks, a no¬ 
ble pioneer of 1847 and also a mem¬ 
ber of the Mormon Battalion, kindly 
volunteered his service and piloted the 
way for the teams. Nearing the camp 
of sufferers he shot a stray buffalo and 
took part of it to the camp. 

Mary had been taken frqm the wag¬ 
on the night previous and placed before 
the campfire. When they took off her 
shoes it was found that both of her legs 


and feet were frozen halfway to the knee 
so badly that amputation would be 
necessary to save her life. She was 
taken as speedily as possible to Salt 
Lake City with others in the company 
who were ill and the operation was per¬ 
formed by Dr. Anderson. The first op¬ 
eration did not prove successful as all 
of the dead flesh was not taken off, and 
a second one was performed in which 
both legs were taken below the knee. 

The child survived the ordeal wonder¬ 
fully. She spent a large part of her 
young life with members of the family 
of Brigham Young. She became skilled 
in household work and needle work. 
When almost mature, she purchased a 
sewing machine, which she paid for 
herself by using it. It would seem al¬ 
most impossible for her to tread a sew¬ 
ing machine with one knee, yet this is 
what she did. Many people who knew 
of her physical handicap patronized her. 

She settled in Salt Lake City, and 
when nineteen years of age was mar¬ 
ried to Elizjah Parsons in the Salt Lake 
Temple. She became the mother of sev¬ 
en children. 

The family moved from Salt Lake 
City to Richfield in 1875, where they 
lived 6 years and then moved to Koo- 
sharem in Grass Valley where she died 
on November 6, 1910. Although she liv¬ 
ed in poverty herself, she was always 
willing to share what she had with oth¬ 
ers in need. Many times she sat up late 
into the night spinning and carding wool 
and knitting stockings, which she sold 
in order to help provide for the family. 

During the last ten years of her life 
she endured much intense suffering. As 
long as he was able to be propped up 


University of Deseret 
Chapter News 

We are delighted to announce that 
good fortune smiled on many members of 
our famous University of Deseret Chap¬ 
ter, March 5, and brought them the 
following academic promotions: 

Reed C. Richardson of the Depart¬ 
ment of Economics was promoted to 
Associate Professor. 

Mack C. Kesler of the Department of 
Civil Engineering was promoted to As ¬ 
sociate Professor. 

Elden J. Facer of the Department 
of Banking and Finance was promoted 
to the rank of Professor. 

Elmer R. Young of the Department 
of Accounting was promoted to the rank 
of Professor. 

George S. Dibble of the Department 
of Fine Arts was promted to the rank 
of Professor. 

David E. Miller of the Department 
of History was promoted to the rank of 
Professor. 


in bed, she would knit stockings to sell, 
and it was her desire that the money 
should be laid aside to help cover her 
burial expenses. 

Her faith was of the highest type, and 
she was well-versed in the doctrine of 
the Church. Many times she made the 
remark that she would have her feet 
and legs after the resurrection. 

She was also a good singer and sang 
in the first Tabernacle Choir. Her fav¬ 
orite hymn was “Oh, My Father,” She 
would walk two miles to church meet¬ 
ings. 




y 

4 

4 

y 

X 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

t 

v 


y 

4 


4 

4 

4 

V 

4 

*> 



Visit our new 


Heritage House 


Famous Ethan Allen Reproductions of Early Colonial 
Furniture in open stock.groups . . . by the piece with 
fill-ins later 
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Sugar House Chapter 
Helps Pioneer Village 

Leading out in what national officers 
hope will be a contagious and infectious 
enthusiasm, the Sugar House Chapter 
has asked for and been granted permis¬ 
sion to restore and perfect the old log 
meetinghouse of the Village, and to lo¬ 
cate and restore an authentic pioneer 
blacksmith shop. 

The log meetinghouse is already in 
place on the villlage grounds but needs 
lots of work and materials. The black 
smith shop has yet to be located and 
moved to the property. 

Sugar House chapter plans to appro¬ 
priate the necessary funds (which will 
be raised by various methods within 
the chapter) and then apportion the 
necessary labor and skilled work to 
experts within the chapter membership. 
This will include cement work, brick 
and stone work, plastering, carpentry, 
painting, electric installations and heat- 
-ing, etc. 

When they are through with the project 
sometime early in June, the buildings 
will be officially dedicated and opened 
to the public with appropriate cere¬ 
monies. If all of our other chapters 
would accept this as a suggestion and 
join in this important work of getting 
the Pioneer Village in shape for the sum¬ 
mer, it would demonstrate like nothing 
else could, that we are a virile, live 
progressive Society with common pur¬ 
pose. 

Judge Rich In 
Role Of Philosopher 

Logan, Utah, March 27—City Judge 
Jesse P. Rich dismissed charges against 
a man accused of driving with expired 
license plates on his 1909 model auto 
because: 

“Anyone who can drive a 1909 ve¬ 
hicle shouldn’t have to pay a fine.” 


Know Your Utah 

Every SUP home should have a well 
chosen, if small, library on the history 
of the state and people. The difficult 
problem for most of us is to know what 
the truly significant works are. If we 
knew what the better books were we 
could feel better in spending our money 
for them. 

We are happy’to announce that the 
Utah State Historical Society has recog¬ 
nized this problem and has come to our 
aid with a checklist of significant books 
on “Utah and the West.” 

This list of books deals entirely with 
Utah, Mormons, and the West. It is not 
complete, but the aim has been to pre¬ 
pare a guide to Utah reading. Most 
of these books are not “rare books,” 
and can be found in any fair-sized pub¬ 
lic or college library. All of them are 
in Utah State Historical Society’s li¬ 
brary and are available for your pleas¬ 
ure. 

The list was prepared by John James 
Jr., of the State Historical Society and 
will be published in the SUP News in 
five sections: (1) Recent books on Utah 
history, (Most of them still in print) 
(2) Older books on Utah history, (Most 
of them out of print.) (3) A supplemen¬ 
tary of books on various phases of'Utah 
and Western history (Includes Mormons, 
Indians, Pony Express, Mormon Bat¬ 
talion, agriculture, education, poetry, 


Piccolo Player Wanted 

If any Son can play the picolo we 
hope he will immediately get in touch 
with Brother Lawrence T. Epperson, 
1382 Perry Ave., Salt Lake City 3. Broth¬ 
er Epperson is Official Musician for the 
Mormon Battalion and in organizing 
the music section it develops that a pic¬ 
colo player is urgently needed. If you 
play it, don’t be a shy daisy. Speak up, 
man. , 


fur trade, geology, discovery and ex¬ 
ploration, travel and description, min¬ 
ing, industry, railroads, etc. (4) Utah 
county histories. (5) Utah city and town 
histories. 

SECTION 1—RECENT BOOKS ON 
UTAH HISTORY. 

Creer, Leland H., The Founding of 
An Empire; the Exploration and Colon¬ 
ization of Utah, 1776-1856, Salt Lake 
City, Bookcraft, 1947. 

Daughters of Utah Pioneers, Treas¬ 
ures of Pioneer History, v. 1, 1952—to 
date, Salt Lake City. 

Hunter, Milton R., Utah, The Story 
of Her People, 1540-1947, Salt Lake City, 
Deseret News, 1946. 

Luce, Willard and Celia, Utah, Past 
and Present, Provo, Utah Color, 1955. 
(Grades 4 to 7). 

Morgan, Dale L., The Great Salt Lake, 
Indianapolis, Bobbs-Merrill, 1947. (Amer¬ 
ican Lake Series), 

Sutton, Wain, Utah, A Centennial His¬ 
tory, 3 v.. New York, Lewis Historical 
Publishing Company, 1949. 

Utah State Historical Society, Utah 
Historical Quarterly, v. 1, 1928—to date, 
Salt Lake City, Especially recommend¬ 
ed: : 

Vol. 8, The State of Deseret, by Dale 
L. Morgan. 

Vol. 10, Early Utah Medicine, by 
several authors. 

Vol. 12, A History of Southern Utah 
and Its Parks, by A. M. Woodbury. 

Vol. 14, Spirit of the Pioners, Biog¬ 
raphy and Diary of Lorenzo Dow Young, 
edited by Robert J. Dwyer. 

Vol. 15, 16, 17, The Exploration of 
the Colorado River in 1869, 1871-72. (The 
John Wesley Powell expeditions). 

Vol. 18, Pageant in the Wilderness, 
The Story of the Escalante Expedition 
(into Utah in 1776) by Herbert E. Bolton. 

Vol. 19, West From Fort Bridger, The 
Pioneering of the Immigrant Trails 
Across Utah, 1846-1859, by J. Roderic 
Korns, edited by Dale L. Morgan. 

^Writers’ Program, WPA, Utah, A 
Guide to the State, New York, Hastings 
House, 1941. (American Guide Series) 
(Reprinted by Hastings House in 1954). 

Alton C. Melville 
Re-Elected ISA Prexy 

Alton C. Melville, at-large member 
of SUP, was re-elected to the office of 
president by the Intermountain Ski Assn 
last month. 

The Salt Lake attorney served last 
year as chairman of the junior ski pro¬ 
gram, putting him in company with the 
large number of Sons who are actively 
engaged in helping the young people in 
their communities. 

Brother Alton is also president of the 
Salt Lake City Ski Association. 



RULON H. BRADSHAW & SONS 

Announce the Purchase of 

Millcreek Lumber Co., 3215 Highland Dr. 

The Name of the New Organization will be: 

AKRON LUMBER COMPANY 

3215 Highland Drive. | t Dial IN 7-1533 

, : i i . 

: Also Associated with the Firm is ! Edwirt S. Felt 


L_ 


You are cordially invited to see us for the best in building and 
hardware supplies 
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Campaign Progressing 

Many historic gem of Utah and the 
pioneer West are now being fed to 
newspapers all over the state, our big 
metropolitan dailies included. Each 
bears an editorial comment that it is a 
service of SUP in conjunction with SUP 
Know Your Utah campaign. The man 
behind the gun; the man who is mak¬ 
ing the program work, is our very good 
friend and national chairman, Judge. 
Jesse P. Rich. Give him a big hand. 

Special SUP Treks 
Planned For Summer 

Dick Lambert, SUP’s dynamo of a 
Trekmaster is burning midnight oil 
these nights putting finishing touches to 
several spectacular “One-Day-Treks” 
for SUP members and their friends. 

The first one up is a trek by Lewis 
Bros. Stages on May 10 to the historic 
ceremonies at Promontory Summit, 
north of Great Salt Lake, marking the 
driving of the Golden Spike on May 10, 
1869 joining the Central Pacific and 
the Union Pacific Railroads. 

Hundreds of people will be at these 
ceremonies this year. SUP expects to 
be represented with at least 200. Per¬ 
haps one of our famous Pony Express 
mounted chapters will be there also. 

Tentative cost of this trek will be 
$5.50 per person which includes the 
round trip by air-cooled bus, a box 
lunch served at the Golden Spike site, 
and cold pop. 

Intra-state commerce regulations 
prevent these buses from picking up 
passengers at Ogden. Our Ogden chap¬ 
ters will have to engineer their own 
transportation or come down to Salt 
Lake to embark. (Pm dead sure we 
can let them off at Ogden on the re¬ 
turn). Our Provo chapters will have 
to come by car to Salt Lake where they 
can board the Lewis Bros, buses here. 

If you plan to go on this trek, the 
earlier we hear from you, the better. 
Reservations must be made in advance. 
You will not be contacted again. This is 
your one opportunity to make your res- 
eration. Use this coupon: 


COUPON 

National Society, SUP 
Pioneer Village 
2998 South, 2150 East 
Salt Lake City 9, Utah 

Here is my check for $ . to 

cover. Golden Spike Trek res¬ 

ervations at $5.50 per person, round trip 
from Salt Lake City. I will be on hand 
at Lewis Brother’s Stage Lines, 360 
South West Temple Street, SLC at 7:30 
A.M. Thursday, May 10. I understand 
this reservation covers transportation, 
box lunch and cold pop. 

Name . . . 

Address . 

City . 


Buena Ventura Chapter 
Ogden 



Things that set 
this chapter apart in¬ 
clude its claim to be¬ 
ing the most active 
and largest group in^ 
the valley. It is con¬ 
stantly alert for 
things that need do¬ 
ing in and around 
Ogden. A pet proj- 1 
ect. currently antici- 
pates appropriate! 
marking of at. least 
two historic sites and organizing an 
Ogden SUP trek to the Golden Spike 
ceremonties at Promotory Summit come 
May 10th. Talk about energy and spark 1 
This chapter has plenty. 

Meets: Second Thursday of each 
month. 

Where: Mansion House, 2350 Adams 
Ave., 7:00 P.M. 

Meals: $1.50. 

Annual Dues: $24 first year, $21.50 
thereafter. 


Pres. Knight 


Officers: W. Leonard Knight, presi¬ 
dent, 2208 Monroe Blv’d.; David R. 
Wheelwright, 1st vice president, 1286 - 
25th St.; Clyde M. Grix, 2nd vice presi¬ 
dent and treasurer, 1677 - 24th St.; A. 
Lavell Smith, secretary, 1481 - 26th St.; 
W. W. Johnson, historian, 2371 Eccles 
Ave.;. Samuel J. Grix, chaplain, 1050 
Jefferson Ave.; Aaron U. Merrill, past 
president and director, Box 321, 346 
Park St., Layton; and Wm. H. Wilcox, 
director, RFD Layton. 

This chapter is currently engaged in 
a recruiting program that anticipates 
raising membership to 80 Sons. We un¬ 
derstand that each individual member 
has been pledged to secure TWO NEW 
MEMBERS before June 1st and an ex¬ 
tra member between then and the An¬ 
nual Encampment. We congratulate 
the chapter for enlisting the individual 
members in this recruitment drive. Ex¬ 
perience shows this approach always 
gets results. 


Fred Curtis Named 

Fred Curtis of Morman Battalion 
fame was named general chairman of 
the Utah Scout contingent to the Na¬ 
tional Boy Scout Jamboree at Valley 
Forge next summer, at an executive 
meeting of the State Council Friday, 
March 30. A better choice could not 
have been made. 


Two New Life Members 

Our new Ogden Pioneer Luncheon 
Club has the honor of furnishing two 
new Life Members for the Society in the 
persons of President Charles E. Bal¬ 
lard, Life Member No. 64, and Junius 
R. Tribe, Life Member No. 65. Biogra¬ 
phies of these two brothers will appear 
in a future issue of SUP News. 


Brigham Young Chapter 
Plans May 4 Trek 

A private trek limited to Brigham 
Young Chapter members is being plan¬ 
ned for May 4-6. It will include some 
important, out-of-the-way historical sites 
in southern Utah. The annual meeting 
and election of the chapter was held 
April 8, at Pioneer Hall in Provo City 
Park. Chairman of arrangements for 
the meeting was Commissioner Verl G. 
Dixon. Dr. Jay B. Hunt headed the 
speakers’ committee, while Drs. Stew- 
are Grow and Richaru Poll were ac¬ 
countable for the music. The committee 
in charge of the trek includes Drs. 
George Hanson, George Baliff, Vasco 
Tanner and Evan Croic. 


South Cottonwood Chapter 
Plans Colorado River Trek 

According to Myron L. Ottley, Trek¬ 
master of our South Cottonwood Chapter 
they are planning a COLORADO RIVER 
TREK VIA GLEN CANYON TO THE 
HOLE-IN-THE-ROCK. But this is not the 
full extent of the trek, which will last 
from June 15 to June 25. 

The trek will embark at Hite, Utah 
and visit many extremely interesting 
spots such as Bert Loper Hermitage, 
Rainbow Bridge, Music Temple, Cross¬ 
ing of the Fathers, the proposed Glen 
Canyon Dam Site and many more fan¬ 
tastic and breath-taking sights. 

The cost of the trip, believe it or not, 
will be a mere $55 which will include 
food and transportation for a total of 
9 days. Trekkers will “rough it,” camp¬ 
ing out at selected sites along the river, 
Campfire programs, pioneer stories, 
square dancing, etc., are just a few of 
the highlights that will be featured in 
the evenings. Wives and families may be 
taken. 

All SUP members . . . everywhere 
. . . are invited to make this trek PRO¬ 
VIDED RESERVATIONS ARE SENT 
IN IMMEDIATELY while space is still 
available. Don’t wait. Do it now while 
the idea is fresh in your mind. Use this 
coupon. 


COUPON 
Myron L. Ottley 

Treakmaster, Cottonwood Chapter, SUP 
6344 South 700 East 
Midvale, Utah 

Here is my check for $ . cov¬ 
ering . reservations for the 

Colorado River Hole-in-the-Rock Trek, 
June 15th to 25th, 1956, on the basis of 
$55 per person, I understand reserva¬ 
tions cover transportation and food for 
the 9 day trip. 

Name . 

Address .. 

City 
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Mormon Battalion Trek 
Interest Growing 

The big SUP-sponsored Mormon Bat¬ 
talion Trek to Ft. Moore, Los Angeles, 
will shove off from Salt Lake City at 
exactly 8:00 P.M. the evening of July 
1, for a spectacular historic trip over 
the old Spanish and Donnor trails. 

The purpose of this historic trek is 
to conduct memorial services at old 
Fort Moore in Los Angeles, and to re 
trace the old trails that contributed 
so much to the pioneer period of Utah 
and the early West. 

We do not plan to participate in the 
dedication of the Ft. Moore memorial 
because the City and County of Los 
Angeles have not been able to raise the 
funds necessary to complete the me¬ 
morial this year, but we do plan to hold 
commemorative services there while on 
the trek, and we do plan to parade in 
Los Angeles on July 4th. 

Our group of 400 will leave Salt Lake 
City Sunday evening, July 1 in a convoy 
of Lewis Brothers Stage Line's $37,000 
busses which are the finest travel 
equipment in America. We plant to ar¬ 
rive at Las Vegas at 8:00 A.M. July 2, 
where headquarters will be established 
at the El Rancho Vegas Hotel. Here 
we will be provided with rooms, 
breakfast, luncheon and dinner with a 
fine floor show. 

We will leave Las Vegas at 2:00 A.M. 
July 3 and breakfast at San Bernardino 
after which we will journey to Disney¬ 
land where entrance fees and rides will 
be provided. After luncheon at Disney¬ 
land we will complete registration at 
the reserved hotels. Those desiring to 
go through the Los Angeles Temple on 
a regular session may do so. On the 
following day, July 4, a memorial serv¬ 
ice will be held at old Ft. Moore mark¬ 
ing the 109th anniversary of raising the 
American Flag by the Mormon Bat¬ 
talion. Breakfast and dinner will be 
provided by our hotels. 

The trek will leave Los Angeles early 
the morning of July 5 for Monterey 
where lodging has been arranged for 
that night. After breakfast on July C 
the group will go to San Francisco via 
Santa Cruz where a stop will be made. 

After morning sightseeing in San 
Francisco we will return to our hotels 
Dinner that night will be at Fisherman's 
Wharf and trekkers will be urged to go 
there by cable car. After dinner a trip 
to the Top-of-the-Mark has been ar¬ 
ranged; also one to Chinatown. 

The following morning July 7 we will 
head for the big trees in Muir Woods 
where luncheon will be served in the 
open, then go on to Sacramento where 
accommodations have been secured at 
the Hotel Senator. Here we will visit 
Sutter's Fort and our dinner will be 
served by the Relief Societies of two 
wards. Early the morning of July 8 we 
will leave for Donner’s Summit where 


Ogden-Weber Chapter 

This is one of the 
Society's finest chap¬ 
ters and for many 
years has strengthen¬ 
ed the Sons organiza¬ 
tion and led the way 
in northern Utah. It 
has engaged in sev¬ 
eral very laudable 
chapter projects and 
has many accomp- 
Pres. Halverson lishments to which it 
points with pride. Currently the chap¬ 
ter is on an all-out campaign to raise 
its membership to 75 active Sons, and 
from what we hear they will achieve 
this goal by Encampment time in July. 

Vital Statistics: 

Meets: Last Thursday of each month. 

Where: U.P.&L. Auditorium, 2324 
Wash. Blvd., 7:30 P.M. 

Meals: $1.50. 

Annual Dues: $7.50 first year, $5.00 
thereafter. 

Officers: Arthur Halverson, presi¬ 

dent, 769 - 23rd St. Ogden; Molt N 
Smith, secretary, 3428 Porter Ave.', Og¬ 
den; Lee A. Shurtleff, treasurer, 916 
26th St., Ogden. 

The National Society looks to this 
chapter to spark two important pro¬ 
grams in the Ogden area this summer: 
(1) a house-to-house canvas by mem¬ 
bers of chapters for the purpose of lo¬ 
cating pioneer history relics ... and 
where possible secure them for exhibit 
at Pioneer Village or to be placed in 
the chapter's own relic hall; and (2) 
planning and initiating one or more 
one day SUP Treks in the Ogden area, 
to which SUP can invite the public. 


religious services will be held. The 
group will then make the 47-mile tour 
around Lake Tahoe arriving in Carson 
City for lunch at Mills Park. 

After a visit to Virginia City in the 
afternoon of the 8th we will return to 
Carson City for dinner and lodging. 
Breakfast will be served at Carson City 
on the 9th and a stop of several hours 
will be made at Elko before continuing 
on in to Salt Lake. 

The trek has now be limited to 400 
souls and, over 200 reservations are 
now in. The books will definitely be 
closed when 400 have been reached. If 
you want to make this trip take our 
earnest advice and don't put it off an¬ 
other day. Mail your reservations at 
once. The net cost has not yet been 
decided but it will not be less than $85 
nor more than $100 per person. Send 
your reservations to: Fred E. Curtis, 
1507 South 700 East. Salt Lake City 5, 
Utah. We must have $5.00 per person 
earnest money with each reservation or 
it will not be considered. 


Early Life and Culture of 
Fort Ephraim Pioneers 

Edgar M. Jensen 
Brigham Young University 

Culture is a very difficult word to 
define because it means so many dif¬ 
ferent things to different people. If cul¬ 
ture were an unchanging ideal one 
might be able to standardize it and 
thus adequately define it. But since the 
culture of today is a distinctly different 
thing from that of a generation ago we 
must here define the term according 
to pioneer standards. 

Word had spread through Fort Eph¬ 
raim that its leading citizen, Apostle 
Anton H. Lund, was sending his son 
Tony to Europe to study music and to 
acquire culture. When this gossip reach¬ 
ed the ears of Sister Hans Peter Peter¬ 
sen, she immediately became vigilant 
and determined that the Lunds must not 
out-do the Petersens in culture, for, she 
said, “Ve can hold our heads yust as 
high as de Lund family, und de Lord 
being villing, ve is going to do yust 
dat.” 

It was decided that their son Hans 
Peter Jr. must go to an eastern uni¬ 
versity to become a “cultivated man.” 
Mother Petersen thought it should be 
Harvard, where he could study Latin 
and Greek and perhaps work his way 
into the Lodge-Cabot-Lowell social set. 
But Hans Sr., said that Hans Jr. must 
go to Cornell, an outstanding agricul¬ 
tural school. He argued his point 
by saying, “Moder, ve var sent 
har to Sanpete by Brigham Young 
to make de desert to blossom like 
a flower garden and vat ve need 
to do dis haint society culture.—Ve need 
agriculture.” Well, they finally arbitrat¬ 
ed the matter, Hans Jr. went to Yale. 

When blacksmith Lindhardt heard 
that the Petersens had sent Hans 
Jr. to Yale for culture, he was terribly 
disturbed. Yale meant only one thing 
to him. He called Hans Peter Sr. into 
his shop and confided to him that, “Yale 
haint no place for to get culture.” 

“Hans,” he said, “you recollect dat 
rapscallian broder-in-law of mine vot 
selled a horse dat don't belong to him? 
Veil, dey put him in yale for two year, 
und did he get culture der? By golly 
no! Ven he comin home he var a 
more rambunctious scape goat dan he 
has ever been before. No sir, Hans 
Peter, yale haint no place for to get 
culture.” 

So you see, even in Fort Ephraim 
there were widely divergent views 
concerning both Yale and culture. 

Sister Petersen thought of culture as 
a sort of critical fastidiousness; a van¬ 
ity born of a little exclusive informa¬ 
tion, or an uncommon knack in Latin 
verse, or art or music. If this is cul¬ 
ture, then our Danish pioneers were not 
cultured. 

(To be continued in May Issue) 





